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Religious Saints
              Lead Campaign
against  Residue Burning



India, being the land of Gurus and saints, 

has always been driven by religious 

teachings, learnings and sermons. Religious 

saints have time and again come to the rescue 

of ill-diverted human ambitions. Crop 

residue burning is no exception, as the 

religious leaders have yet again emerged as 

the torch bearers to enlighten farming 

community about their relationship with 

nature. The issue of crop residue burning in 

northern India has alarmed the central and 

state governments, authorities, organizations 

and all sections of the society demanding 

counter action through converged efforts. 

Providing feasible and viable technologies 

and enabling availability and accessibility to 

these technologies have been the area of work 

for the government's research and 

development wings; however, the issue is 

more than just ease of access to farm 

machines. Religious leaders have the 

capacity to mobilize community for better 

environment as their appeal can play 

electrifying effect among masses in 

sensitizing about the issue of residue burning. 

Looking into the grim situation of residue 

burning, KVKs approached religious leaders 

to lead the campaign against crop residue 

burning. Religious leaders like Baba Sewa 

Singh, Baba Balbir Singh Seechewal and 

Baba Gurmeet Singh heartily agreed and 

issued appeal against burning. They not only 

participated in different programs organized 

by KVKs but also led the processions and 

rallies to mobilize the farmers to join this 

campaign.  These religious saints have come 

forward to lead campaign and awaken 

farming community to shun burning at large.

The Sikh holy book says:

It means air/wind is teacher, water is 

father and earth/soil is mother, which 

indicates the dependence of human beings on 

nature for the very survival and existance. 

Following these words of wisdom, the saints 

are guiding masses to respect air, water and 

soil and design their activities in a way that 

will not disturb the components of mother 

earth. They are driving attention of farmers to 

the “Gurbani”, the voice of Gurus, which 

encourages every individual to develop a 

harmonious relationship with every biotic 

and abiotic element of the nature. They 

stimulate the very core of the souls and trigger 

a sense of belongingness with the nature and 

its components. They provoke conscience of 

farmers not to disturb the natural cycles which 

are very much essential for balancing the 

nature. Thus, farmers are discouraged from 

burning the residues and disturbing the 

composition and quality of air. These saints 

have collaborated with the Krishi Vigyan 

Kendras for popularizing in-situ crop residue 

management among farmers.

“Pavan Guru Paani Pita, Maata Dharat Mahat,

Divas Raat Do-e Daaee Daa-ia, Khelai Sagal Jagat”

-Sri Guru Granth Sahib
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Baba flags off vehicle to spread awareness 

against residue burning

As a true believer of Gurbani, Baba 

Seechewal is also working to sensitize 

farmers and other citizens to practice 

sustainable crop residue management and 

give up residue burning. 

In such one programme organized by 

Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK), Nurmahal, 
thJalandhar on April 19 , 2018, he flagged-off a 
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BABA BALBIR SINGH SEECHEWAL

Baba Balbir Singh Seechewal, or better known as the Eco 
Baba, is a noted environmentalist or conservationist who 
believes and propagates self-help philosophy for community 
based action. He believes in the essence of Gurbani which is 
the voice of Gurus that says the air/wind is teacher, water is 
father and earth is mother. He understands that the people have 
forgotten the historic and religious significance of the rivers, 
but also believes that they can be mobilized for actions 
through mass awareness.  

In 2008, TIME Magazine recognized Baba as one of the 
“Heroes of the Environment”. In 2017, Government of India honored Baba Seechewal with the 
fourth highest civilian award “Padmashri” for his contribution in the society. 



vehicle to spread awareness against the 

burning of crop residues. While addressing 

the farmers, Baba Seechwal expressed his 

pleasure to meet various stakeholders and 

interacted with them. He appreciated the role 

of KVK in making a movement against 

residue burning. The saint urged all the 

stakeholders to come on single platform and 

work together in convergence mode to fight 

this social problem. He visualized that with 

the use of machines, the problem of residue 

can be sorted out but we have to educate the 

farmers. He urged that missionary approach 

will motivate farmers to adopt latest 

technological interventions in managing 

residue particularly paddy straw.

Baba Seechewal also operates on a 

community radio and regular advisories are 

being released on residue management and 

highlight the good work of farmers in this 

campaign.

An awareness rally was organized on 

04.11.2018 in Kapurthala by Baba Seechewal 

against residue burning. Followers of Baba 

Seechewal along with KVK linked farmers 

participated in the rally with enthusiasm to 

sensitize the citizens about the ill effects of 

burning and encourage farmers to follow 

scientifically proven in-situ residue 

management practices. Around 50 villages 

were covered through the rally with devotees 

and volunteers.

Baba Seechewal urged farmers as well as 

Baba leads from the front in awareness 

rally against burning

youth to visit Krishi Vigyan Kendras to know 

latest agricultural technologies for their own 

benefits. He urged farmers to sow wheat with 

Happy Seeder to save irrigation water and 

fertilizers, which would also help in weed 

management. Further, he said that farmers 

need to help each other while adopting new 

technology or machinery and youth should 

take the lead in adopting these technologies. 

He expressed that sowing wheat with happy 

seeder helps in decreasing cost of cultivations 

and yields higher returns from crops. Farmer 

should use minimum and only recommended 

insecticides, pesticides to save environment. 

Farmers should not overspend on social 

activities and limit their expenses for a 

truthful living. He rather advised that rural 

youth should take opportunity to start Custom 

Hiring Centers for self-employment. 

A Kisan Mela was organized at KVK, 

Jalandhar on 3rd October 2018 with the theme 

“Aao Dharti Maa Bachayein, Parali Nu Aag 

Na Layein". On this occasion, Baba Balbir 

Singh Seechewal presided over the program 

Baba Seechewal inaugurates Kisan Mela 

on crop residue management 
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as the chief guest. The Kisan Mela was 

thronged by large number of farmers. 

Officials from different departments 

companies, farm unions exhibited their 

exhibits and made the farmer aware about the 

technologies. During the mela, more than 50 

qt seed of different crop varieties was sold. 

Experts of PAU detailed farmers about various 

PAU recommendations and technologies for 

their better use. More than 3500 farmers from 

neighboring districts of Punjab attended and 

got benefitted from the mela, where more than 

85 stalls of different departments and 

organizations were for the display. 

Renowned Environmentalist saint Balbir 

Singh Seechewal urged farmers to keep our 

environment clean through the verses of 

Gurbani. He also made the farmers aware 

about the ill effects of straw burning, which 

make our air polluted and decreases the soil 

fertility and also affect the beneficial fauna. 

He asked every participant to follow the 

teachings of Shri Guru Granth Sahibji, which 

is the gist of experiential learning of our 

Gurus. He claimed that these teachings are 

even more relevant in the present context as 

the contemporary generation has degraded 

lifestyles with modern amenities and have 

lost touch with the nature. He finally gave a 

call to the farmers and every citizen to do 

everything possible to contribute to the 

benefit of nature which would ultimately help 

the mankind in healthy survival. He 

appreciated the efforts of KVK, Jalandhar in 

working towards the cause.
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BABA  SEWA  SINGH

Baba Sewa Singh is a noted social worker and environmentalist 
who was awarded with Government of India's fourth highest civilian 
honor of Padma Shri in 2010. Baba Sewa Singh is committed to 
establish a strong harmony among different components of 
environment to make Khadoor Sahib a unique place in Punjab. Babaji 
is instrumental in the restoration and maintenance of the historic 
Gurudwaras at Khadoor Sahib in Tarn Taran district of Punjab.

thIn 1999, while commemorating the 500  Birth anniversary of 
Guru Angand Devji, Baba Sewa Singh began unique Campaign for 
Environment. Khadoor Sahib is a place where Guru Angand Devji lived for 13 years and the 
village is also considered to be sanctified by the visits of eight Sikh Gurus. Babaji founded 
Nishan-e-sikhi Trust to involve general public in this Campaign. A state of art nursery was 
established in seven acres to facilitate regular supply of planting material. Now, this campaign 
has planted more than 3.5 lakh trees covering around 382 km in the states of Punjab, Madhya 
Pradesh and Rajasthan besides 400 villages of Punjab. 

Baba Sewa Singh inaugurated exhibition 

crop residue management

A Kisan Mela was organized at Krishi 

Vigyan Kendra, Kapurthala on 18.10.2018 

under In-situ Crop Residue Management 

drive. Baba Sewa Singh was the Chief Guest 

of the programme who interacted with 

participants and farmers and spread the 

message of burning free sustainable 

agriculture. He inaugurated the exhibition on 
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crop residue management and observed the 

working of various machines through live 

demonstrations. He said that Punjab is land of 

Gurus (Saints) who always stressed upon 

saving water, land and environment; thus, 

being the followers of our mentors we should 

not pollute these natural resources. He 

appealed that farmers should not burn paddy 

straw; instead, they should visit agricultural 

research institutions to take advisory in this 

regard and contribute their part in saving the 

environment.  As Krishi Vigyan Kendra is an 

institute designed for the welfare of the 

farmers, he urged the community to it to 

update themselves in terms of knowledge and 

skills. At present, farmers can learn about 

various recommended technologies and 

machineries to manage paddy straw from this 

institute. Likewise, farm women should take 

training from KVK and start some subsidiary 

occupations to become financially self-

sufficient. He expressed that the cost of inputs 

has increased considerably; therefore, 

adoption of new technology like happy seeder 

must be adopted by the farmers to add to their 

farm profit. Soil is a living body/entity, so 

farmers should mix residue into it to nourish 

soil health, he stated.
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BABA GURMEET SINGH

Sant Baba Gurmeet Singh, aged 48 years, is a respected 
social worker, who works for the welfare of the society as a 
whole. Although Sant Baba Gurmeet Singh had got admission 
for Bachelor of Science (B.Sc.) degree course, he left his 
studies in between and took decision to serve people after 
getting influenced with Sikh history. Since then he has been 
serving people with utmost dedication. In 2015, he has been 
approved as “Gaddi Nasheen IE Utraadhikari” of Sant Baba 
Fateh Singh Khosa Kotla.

Baba Gurmeet Singhji attended Farmer-

Scientist Interface

A Farmer-Scientist Interface was 

organized by KVK, Moga on 25.09.2018 to 

discuss various options for effective residue 

management. Baba Gurmeet Singh, the 

goodwill ambassador, encouraged farmers to 

a d o p t  r e c o m m e n d e d  p a d d y  s t r a w  

management technologies/machinery. He 

urged for the support from every individual to 

save the environment from any form of 

degradation. He also encouraged the rural 

youth to work in this campaign voluntarily for 

the cause of environment. He further urged 

them to come forward to start Custom Hiring 

Centers. 

KVK, Moga organized a Kisan Mela on 

Crop Residue Management on October 5, 

2018 in which hundreds of farmers and farm 

Baba Gurmeet Singhji witnessed live 

demonstrations on Crop Residue 

Management
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women participated. During this mela, the 

latest technologies on residue management 

were showcased for wider awareness and 

adoption. 

Baba Gurmeet Singh interacted with the 

participants and asked them to swear by the 

Gurbani not to burn the crop residues. He 

shared few of his experiences and learning 

related to residue management and asked 

farmers to get benefits from the residues 

instead of setting them on fire and destroying 

soil health. He visited all the stalls in the mela 

and inspected if enough efforts are being 

made to convince farmers to desist from 

burning residues. 

KVK, Moga has organized many 

programs with the school children to spread 

awareness about the issue of residue burning. 

In one such program, at Government 

Baba helps mobilizing school children for 

the purpose

Secondary School, Khosa Pando on 

November 1, 2018, KVK collaborated with 

Baba Gurmeet Singh to stimulate school 

children about conservation of nature and 

environment. He interacted with the students 

and asked them inculcate in themselves the 

habits that would give them a healthy lifestyle 

in future. He also revealed that if farmers want 

their future to be safe and secured then they 

must act immediately. He urged students to 

convince their parents, neighbors and 

villagers to shun burning and adopt effective 

residue management technologies.

A convergence meet of stakeholders on 

crop residue management titled “Converging 

Harbingers of Agriculture, Allied department 

& KVKs for Demonstrating Excellence in 

Residue Management (CHAK DE)” was 

organized on October 8th, 2018 at ICAR-

ATARI, Ludhiana, Punjab.

In this program, Babaji participated as a 

Babaji participated in CHAK DE
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distinguished delegate and put forth his 

views. He emphasized that we should make 

collective efforts at community level to safe 

guard the environment. He explained that by 

seeing the huge environmental pollution 

during the previous years due to burning of 

paddy straw, he motivated the village youth to 

come forward and make collective efforts to 

manage the paddy straw. With the technical 

support of KVK, Moga, they opted all means 

of paddy straw management including baler, 

chopper, mulcher, mould board plough, 

happy seeder, zero-till drill for the 

management of paddy straw. They also 

prepared compost from paddy straw with 

technical support provided by KVK, Moga 

and machinery provided by Department of 

Soil Science, PAU, Ludhiana. Due all these 

efforts, paddy residue was not burnt in more 

than 80 per cent area of Khosa Pando during 

2017. In 2018, they have developed a custom 

hiring centre “Udyami Kisan Self-help 

Group” and are determined to make village 

“residue burning free”. Further, this year, with 

the help of KVK and village youth, they are 

also motivating the farmers of nearby villages 

not to burn the paddy straw. They are hopeful 

that they will be able to convince the farmers 
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to adopt the recommended practices for the 

management of paddy straw and making their 

village residue burning free.       

Religious leaders have always been the 

torch bearers of Indian society. The 

enlightened minds are always needed to direct 

people by showing the correct path. 

Moreover, Indian people have a strong belief 

in religious texts and saints and issues like 

envi ronmenta l  conserva t ion  needs  

Way Forward

effervescent souls who can negotiate 

monetary aspirations for the larger goals. 

Therefore, we must always team up with 

religious leaders working at the grass-root 

level to have broader and long lasting impact. 

Crop residue burning is one such issue which 

requires people to try and adopt sustainable 

methods of residue management. And, 

religious leaders have that command over 

people to convince farmers to at least try the 

effective residue management options rather 

than burning.
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